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Clover Connection 
By: Kate Pittack,  
Extension 4-H Agent 
    
 Waking before the sun comes up, packing up the vehicle and heading to the fairgrounds.  

This sounds like the drill for someone who is getting ready to exhibit an animal.  This past 

weekend, some of my 4-Her’s (and me) got up early and headed over to the Heart of Texas 

fairgrounds in Waco for its first Ag-Robotics contest. 

 “What is Ag-Robotics”, you might ask?  It is a fusion of robotics and agriculture.  

Today’s technology continues to advance and robots are starting to play a larger role in all things 

ag-related.   

 Some of the challenges that our youth had accomplish with their robots last Saturday 

included: following the path to the hay barn (a color sensor had to be utilized to keep the robot 

on the black line), scouting a field of crops for insects (moving some realistic looking plastic 

bugs out of the designated area), moving irrigation pipe (a bundle of straws zip-tied together) and 

delivering hay to cows.   

 We had 2 teams participate in the contest.  One Junior team and one in the Senior 

division.  Our Junior group made up of Madi Gurley, Kim Adams, Joshua Jones and Elijah 

Harrison used their team work skills and building/programming prowess to bring home a first 

place finish for Henderson County 4-H! 

 Our Senior team (Justin Jones, Stacey Adams & Burk Box) worked hard, but had some 

technical issues that we discovered after the contest.  One of their motors had a slight vibration 

that was affecting the timing/accuracy of their programming.  They still brought home a 5th place 

finish.  Jeff Gurley serves as coach for both teams. 
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 We’re working hard to prepare for our next contest that is coming up on October 20th at 

the State Fair in Dallas.  This will be a “blind” challenge, meaning that we won’t have 

knowledge of the obstacles ahead of time.  We also have to bring everything disassembled and 

un-programmed.    

 These 4-Her’s have been working together since June when they competed at the State 4-

H robotics contest in College Station.  They’ll be helping us in the spring when we start up our 

beginning robotics project meetings.   

 

(Pictured left to right: Elijah Harrison, Kim Adams, Madi Gurley and Joshua Jones) 

  

Kate Pittack is the Henderson County Extension Agent – 4-H & Youth Development for Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service.  Contact her at: kate.pittack@ag.tamu.edu & visit our webpage at 
http://henderson.agrilife.org 
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