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Clover Connection 
By: Kate Pittack 
       Extension 4-H Agent 

 
 With all of the unsettling things that are going on in our world right now, I found myself 
doing a bit of reminiscing about what things were like when I was growing up.  We are in a 
much different state of affairs now than we were 25 years ago when I was just a 10 year old.  
Hope you won’t mind taking a couple of minutes to follow along as I share a little of my 
background.  

 I grew up a “country kid” in every sense.  I went to a one room school house from 
kindergarten to sixth grade.  It was about 3 miles from where I lived.  Our farm was 10 miles 
southwest of the nearest community which had a population of approximately 900.  When I 
turned eight I joined the 4-H club that my Aunt & Uncle managed and was aptly named 
“County-Liners” since our meeting place literally sat on the county line (it was also the one-
room schoolhouse I attended during the week).  

 Sheep were a huge part of my life growing up.  My mom and brother and I were 
shepherds to a flock that at one time reached nearly 300.  While living 10 miles from “town” 
wasn’t very far, sometimes it seemed like another world away.   

 The closest livestock market that had a regular sheep sale was about 40 miles away.  In 
the other direction, we were only 12 miles from another small town of 900 that had a livestock 
market, but their specialty was cattle.  Both places were family owned and run at the time, and 
there was a usual group of local farmers and ranchers who frequented both establishments, kind 
of a “stockyard” family of sorts.    

 The Norfolk Livestock Market (the one that we hauled our sheep to) was once one of the 
largest livestock auction markets in the world.  Scrambling up the steps and taking the catwalk 
across the tops of the yards was wonderful and terrifying as an 8 year old. I guess you could say I 
learned to face my fears at a young age.  

 When I used to weave “the back way” from the office through the stockyards to get to the 
auction ring, it certainly wasn’t the heyday of the Norfolk Livestock Market.  Back in the 1970’s 
only a market in Amarillo, TX ranked higher in terms of total sales volume.  I had no idea at the 
time that this business had once had such an impact.  
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 The market that we typically hauled our cattle to was 12 miles west of our home place. In 
just that short distance, you were getting close to what is referred to as the “Sandhills” of 
Nebraska.  You also didn’t travel west of where I grew up and not know of Two Eyed Jack and 
the Pitzer Ranch.    

 Back when I was a kid, it seemed like people all knew each other and helped each other 
out.  This was true in my 4-H activities and events and just life in general.  I realize things will 
never go back to the way they were, but maybe we can all take a minute to do something nice for 
someone and pay it forward.   

 We might all benefit from the 4-H motto “to make the best better” in support of our 4-H 
Pledge: “I pledge: my head to clearer thinking, my heart to greater loyalty, my hands to larger 
service, and my health to better living, for my club, my community, my country and my world.”    

        
Kate Pittack is the Henderson County Extension Agent – 4-H & Youth Development for Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service.  Contact her at: kate.pittack@ag.tamu.edu & visit our 
webpage at http://henderson.agrilife.org 
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